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STADIS ////////////////////////////////// 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY LUERS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, BL 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRISONERS IN BOLIVIA 

REF: LA PAZ 1053 

1 . THE PURPOSE OF THIS CABLE IS TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE ON 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS HERE AFFECTING US CITIZEN PRISONERS IN 
BOLIVIA. WE ALSO WISH TO CONGRATULATE YOU PERSONALLY, 

AND ALL OF YOUR STAFF, FOR THE EXCELLENT COOPERATION RE- 
CEIVED BY THE MOSKOWITZ TEAM DURING ITS RECENT VISIT. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT ALL ELEMENTS OF THE MISSION EXERTED THEM- 
SELVES TO THE FULLEST TO MAKE THIS TEAM EFFORT A SUCCESS. 
SPECIAL THANKS GO TO CONSULAR OFFICERS ED MILBURN AND BOB 
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BLOHM, AS WELL AS TO CONAGENT MARILYN MCKENNEY IN SANTA 
CRUZ. 

2. DURING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7-11, WE HOSTED A DELEGA- 
TION OF PARENTS AND RELATIVES REPRESENTING OVER TWENTY 
AMERICAN PRISONERS. IN THE COURSE OF THEIR STAY IN WASH- 
INGTON, THE DELEGATION HELD A PUBLIC MEETING IN THE RAYBURN 
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HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, MET FREQUENTLY WITH DEPARTMENT PER- 
SONNEL (INCLUDING A FEBRUARY 1 1 MEETING WITH ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY-DESIGNATE TODMAN), HOSTED A PRESS CONFERENCE AND 
TALKED WITH A STAFF ASSISTANT TO VICE-PRESIDENT MONDALE. 

IN ADDITION, THE DELEGATION HELD SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS 
WITH BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR CRESPO, INCLUDING A BRIEF SESSION 
ON FEBRUARY 1 1 ATTENDED BY SAM MOSKOWITZ AND BOB PACE. 

IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PARENTS, TEAM MEMBERS MOS- 
KOWITZ, FIELDS AND BALDWIN PROVIDED A FRANK AND SYMPATHETIC 
APPRAISAL OF THE PHYSICAL AND LEGAL SITUATION OF THE PRI- 
SONERS; THE TEAM ALSO DELIVERED PERSONAL MESSAGES AND MAIL 
FROM INDIVIDUAL PRISONERS. IN TURN, THE PARENTS MADE A 
DETERMINED EFFORT TO PIN DOWN THE TEAM ON THE TIME FRAME 
FOR MININTERIOR PEREDA'S REVIEW, THE LIKELY OUTCOME OF 
THAT REVIEW AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO MIGHT BE RE- 
LEASED. THE TEAM STATED THAT PEREDA HAS PLEDGED TO REVIEW 

ALL CASES WITHIN ONE MONTH, AFTER WHICH SOME PRISONERS MAY 
BE RELEASED, WHILE THE CASES OF OTHERS WILL BE REMANDED TO 
THE JUDICIARY FOR EXPEDITED HANDLING UNDER THE NEW LAW. 
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS ALSO INFORMED THE PARENTS THAT EMBASSY 
LA PAZ WILL MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT WITH GOB OFFICIALS, TO 
ENSURE THAT THIS REVIEW DOES TAKE PLACE. THE PARENTS EX- 
PRESSED THEIR PLEASURE AT THE EFFORTS TO DATE OF THE TEAM, 
DEPARTMENT AND EMBASSY LA PAZ TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM, 

BUT NOTED THEIR INTENTION TO CONTINUE PRESSING FOR THE 
FREEING OF ALL US CITIZENS ARRESTED UNDER THE FORMER 1973 
NARCOTICS LAW. 
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3. IN COMING DAYS, TEAM MEMBERS MOSKOWITZ AND FIELDS WILL 
DRAFT THEIR REPORT ON THE TEAM'S VISIT TO BOLIVIA. IN 
ADDITION, PROFESSOR GORDON BALDWIN HAS PROMISED US A 
SEPARATE REPORT. WHICH WILL INCLUDE HIS VIEWS ON INDIVI- 
DUAL PRISONER CASES. DRAFT COPIES OF THESE REPORTS WILL 

BE FORWARDED TO YOU FOR YOUR COMMENT PRIOR TO SUBMISSION 
TO THE DEPARTMENT IN FINAL FORM. DEPARTMENT OFFICERS ALSO 
PLAN TO REMAIN IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH INDIVIDUAL PARENTS, 
INTERESTED CONGRESSIONAL STAFFS, MEMBERS OF THE PRESS 
AND THE BOLIVIAN EMBASSY (FOLLOWING UP ON THE PARENTS AP- 
PEAL FOR A GENERAL PARDON OF ALL PRISONERS ARRESTED PRIOR 
TO DECMEBER 17, 1976.) ARTICLES ON THE PRISONERS APPEARED 
IN THE WASHINGTON STAR ON FEBRUARY 14 AND THE WASHINGTON 
POST ON FEBRUARY 16; BOTH WERE SENT TO YOU VIA WIRELESS 
FILE. WE FIND THESE ARTICLES TO BE GENERALLY BALANCED AND 
OBJECTIVE. 

4. WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE EMBASSY WILL USE ALL APPRO- 
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PRIATE MEANS TO BRING THIS ISSUE TO THE CONTINUING ATTEN- 
TION OF THE GOB. SPECIFICALLY, WE UNDERSTAND THAT YOU PLAN 
TO EXPLORE THE ISSUE WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ADRIAZOLA DURING 
YOUR DINNER LATER THIS WEEK. LOOKING AHEAD TO THE PRO- 
BABLE RELEASE OF SOME PRISONERS WITHIN COMING WEEKS, THE 

EMBASSY MAY ALSO WISH TO CONSIDER WAYS OF EXPEDITING THE 
DEPARTURE OF THESE US CITIZENS WITH PROPER DOCUMENTATION, 
PLANE TICKETS, HEALTH CARDS, ETC. FOR OUR PURPOSES HERE, 

IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE PROMPT NOTIFICATION OF ANY 
IMMINENT PRISONER RELEASES, VIA A PHONE CALL TO THE BOLIVIA 
DESK OR NIACT IMMEDIATE CABLE. BOB PACE, LOU FIELDS AND 
OTHER DEPARTMENT OFFICERS WHO HAVE CLOSE TIES WITH INDI- 
VIDUAL PRISONER FAMILIES WILL THEN PERSONALLY CONTACT 
RELATIVES OF THOSE PRISONERS WHO ARE TO BE RELEASED. WE 
FEEL THAT THIS CONTINUING PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE FAMI- 
LIES IS VITAL TO THE SUCCESSFUL HANDLING OF THE DELICATE 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS ASPECT OF THIS ISSUE. 

5. WE LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUATION OF THE EMBASSY'S 
EXCELLENT AND TIMELY REPORTING ON THE PRISONERS ISSUE. 
HARTMAN 
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